His familiar learned Acquaintance were Mr. Andrew Marveli,
Mr. Skinner, Dr. Pagett, M.D.
John Dreyden, Esq., Poet Laureate, who very much admires
him, went to him to have leave to putt his Paradise Lost into
a Drame in rythme, Mr. Milton recieved him civilly, and told
him be would give him leave to tagge his Verses.
His widowe assures me that ^Ir. T. Hobbs was not one of
his acquaintance, that her husband did not like him at all, but
he would acknowledge him to be a man of great parts, and a
learned man. Their Interests and Tenets did run counter to
each other.
Whatever he wrote against Monarchie was out of no
Animosity to the King's person, or owt of any faction or interest,
but out of a pure Zeale to the Liberty of Mankind, which he
thought would be greater under a fre state than under a
Monarchiall government. His being so conversant in Livy
and the Roman authors, and the greatness he saw donne by the
Roman commonwealth, and the vertue of their great Com-
manders induc't him to.
Mr. John Milton made two admirable Panegyricks, as to
Sublimitie of Witt, one on Oliver Cromwel, and the other on
Thomas, Lord Fairfax, both which his nephew Mr. Philip
hath. But he hath hung back these two yeares, as to imparting
copies to me for the Collection of mine. Were they made in
commendation of the Devill, 'twere all one to me: 'tis the
ut|fos that I looke after. I have been told that 'tis beyond
Waller's or anything in that kind.